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The S3 “Mountain Descent” Master
Map

A Framework for Retirement Distribution

Created by SafeSimpleSound Financial Planning
Financial Excellence « Educational Generosity

Your S3 Retirement Distribution Operating System

What You'll Discover:

* The Descent Mindset: Why safety protocols matter more than speed when
converting savings to income.

* The Both/And Solution: How to integrate the “4% Rule” with “Buckets” to buy
psychological patience.

* Dynamic Guardrails: A sound system for knowing exactly when to spend
more or trim back.

* The S3 Advantage: Moving from a “probability of success” to a “guarantee of
reliability.”

The S3 Mountain Descent Method

Retirement isn't a finish line; it is a mountain descent. The skills required to climb
(accumulation) are different from the skills required to get down safely (distribution).
This Map provides the structure to ensure you don't run out of oxygen (money) before

you reach the valley floor.
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Level 1: Foundation (The Safety Floor)

Why Foundation-First Matters: In the descent, Sequence of Returns Risk is the primary
danger. A market crash in the early years of retirement can deplete a portfolio faster

than it can recover. We prioritize Reliability over maximum returns here.
Step 1: Build the Shield
* Guidance: Establish a “Safety Floor” of guaranteed income sources (Social

Security, Pensions, Annuities) that covers your essential living expenses.

* Why This Works: When your needs are met regardless of the stock market,
you eliminate the emotional panic that leads to bad selling decisions.

+ Common Mistake to Avoid: Relying on market performance to pay the
grocery bill.
Step 2: Calculate Your Gap
* Guidance: Determine the difference between your guaranteed income and
your desired lifestyle. This gap is what your portfolio must solve.

* Both/And Insight: We don't choose between “Safety” and “Growth.” We use
safety to cover needs so we can use growth to fund wants.

Level 2: Integration (The Time Buckets)

Why Simple Systems Work: Complexity causes paralysis. We use Time-Segmentation
(Buckets) to resolve the contradiction between the “4% Rule” (rigid math) and human

emotion.
Step 3: Fill the Cash Buckets (Years 1-3)

* Guidance: Set aside 2-3 years of “Gap Income” in cash or cash equivalents.

* Stakeholder Benefit: This protects the client from selling at a loss, protects
the spouse from worry, and protects the portfolio structure.

+ S3 Differentiator: We view cash not as a “drag on returns,” but as the cost of
buying the patience required for the rest of the portfolio to grow.
Step 4: Fill the Growth Buckets (Years 4+)
* Guidance: Invest the remaining assets for long-term growth and inflation
protection.

* Educational Generosity: Even if you manage this yourself, understanding that
money needed in 10 years should be invested differently than money needed
in 10 days is a critical insight.
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Level 3: Optimization (The Dynamic Guardrails)

Why Sound Principles Endure: No plan survives contact with reality without

adjustment. We use Stewardship principles to steer the ship through changing tax laws

and market cycles.

Step 5: Install Guyton-Klinger Guardrails

* Guidance: Set pre-determined rules. If the portfolio rises X%, you give yourself

a raise (inflation adjustment). If it falls Y%, you trim discretionary spending.

* Long-term Vision: This replaces “guessing” with “knowing,” removing the

anxiety of “can | afford this dinner?”

* Advantage: This dynamic approach historically allows for higher initial

withdrawal rates than static rules.

The S3 Map: Visualizing the System

Component

Safe Foundation

Simple Buckets

Sound Guardrails

The Analogy

The Harness

The Oxygen

The Compass

The Function

Protection:
Covers essential
needs regardless

of market.

Liquidity:
Provides
immediate cash
flow without
selling stocks.

Navigation: Tells
you when to

adjust course

The Result

Sleep Assurance:
You are safe from

ruin.

Patience: You can
wait out market

storms.

Longevity: You
won't run out of

based on money.
conditions.
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Your Distribution Action Plan (First 12
Months)

Phase 1: The Safety Check (Months 1-3)

Safe Foundation Priority: Establishing structural security against Sequence of Returns
Risk.

+ Audit Fixed Income: tally all Social Security, Pension, and guaranteed

sources.

+ Define “Essential” vs. “Discretionary”: clearly separate needs from wants in
your budget.

+ Assess Risk Capacity: Download the Retirement Risk Assessment to see if your
current allocation matches your distribution need.

* Success Indicator: You know exactly how much “Gap Income” your portfolio
must generate monthly.

Phase 2: The Bucket Build (Months 4-6)

Simple Systems Priority: Creating the psychological bridge for your money.

+ Calculate Cash Need: Multiply your monthly “Gap” by 24 (2 years of liquidity).

+ Segregate Accounts: Physically or logically separate the “Cash Bucket” from
the “Growth Bucket.”

« Automate the Paycheck: Set up automatic transfers from the Cash Bucket to
your checking account.

* Both/And Insight: You now have both liquid safety for today AND growth
potential for tomorrow.

Phase 3: The Stewardship Protocol (Months 7-12)
Sound Wisdom Priority: Optimizing for taxes and longevity.

* Map Tax Buckets: Identify assets by tax status (Taxable, Tax-Deferred, Tax-
Free).

« Plan RMD Strategy: If over 73, calculate RMDs; if under, look for Roth
Conversion opportunities in low-income years.

+ Set the Guardrails: Write down your rules. “If portfolio drops 20%, we skip the
big vacation this year.”
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+ Educational Generosity: By documenting this now, you save your future self
from making emotional decisions during a crash.

Insights Summary

Key S3 Differentiator: While others focus on “beating the market,” S3 focuses on

“beating the risk of ruin” through structural safety and dynamic adjustment.

Educational Generosity Promise: This “Operating System” is yours to keep. It
provides a robust framework for retirement income whether you hire a guide or walk
the path alone.

Stakeholder Synthesis: This plan protects you (reliability), your spouse (clarity), and

your heirs (efficient stewardship).

Your Next Steps

Immediate Action (Next 7 days)
Download our “Retirement Risk Assessment” to see if your current portfolio is

actually built for a safe descent.

Foundation Building (Next 30 days)
Use the “S3 Bucket Strategy Visualizer” to see how time-segmentation looks for your

specific timeline and assets.

Professional Support
The descent is safer with a guide. Schedule a “Distribution Review” where we map

your tax buckets and help you set your personal guardrails.

About SafeSimpleSound Financial Planning

Our Promise: We don't just manage money; we manage the intersection of life and

finance using time-tested principles.
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Educational Generosity Commitment: We believe financial clarity is a right, not a
privilege. We share our “Mountain Descent” framework openly because a financially

secure community lifts everyone.

Contact Us: www.safesimplesound.com/contact
Our Philosophy: www.safesimplesound.com/philosophy

This document embodies S3's commitment to educational generosity. Whether you become a

client or not, this Master Map provides genuine value for your retirement journey.

© SafeSimpleSound Financial Planning + Excellence Through Foundation-First

Wisdom
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