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The S3 Investment Scorecard

Redefining Investment Success Beyond Misleading Metrics
Created by SafeSimpleSound Financial Planning Financial Excellence • Educational Generosity

Your S3 Investment Philosophy Scorecard
Safe • Simple • Sound > Foundation-First Financial Wisdom

What You'll Discover:

• How to measure the true safety of your financial position by focusing on your real purchasing power.

• A simple, one-page framework that provides clarity and demystifies complex financial metrics.

• A sound, systematic way to align your investment strategy with your long-term life vision.

• How to move beyond the "highest return" trap and measure success against your own financial
constitution.

Your Investment Health Assessment

Your Foundation Check
Instructions: For each of the four areas below, honestly check the box that best describes your current
approach. This isn't about judgment; it's about identifying the most powerful opportunities for building true
financial confidence.

Part 1: Foundational Clarity (Safe)
[ ] Traditional Approach: I focus on Nominal Returns—the growth percentage I see on my statement.

[ ] S3 Constitutional Approach: I focus on Real Returns—the growth of my actual purchasing power after
subtracting inflation.

Insight: True financial safety comes from knowing your wealth is growing faster than your real-world costs.
Focusing on your "real return" ensures your foundation is secure against the silent erosion of inflation.

Part 2: Mathematical Honesty (Simple)
[ ] Traditional Approach: I rely on the Simple Average Return, which can be flattering but misleading.

[ ] S3 Constitutional Approach: I seek to understand my Compounded Reality (Geometric Average/CAGR)
to see my portfolio's honest performance over time.

Insight: Simplicity creates power. Using the correct, honest metric for long-term growth (the geometric average)
cuts through confusing marketing and gives you a clear, simple picture of your journey.

Part 3: Behavioral Awareness (Sound)
[ ] Traditional Approach: I tend to blame poor performance on either the investment fund or my own bad
timing.

[ ] S3 Constitutional Approach: I am aware of the "Behavior Gap" and seek to understand how my own
actions impact my personal outcomes (my Dollar-Weighted Return).
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Insight: A sound strategy includes understanding yourself. By measuring your own behavior's impact, you can
turn a point of anxiety into your single greatest opportunity for improving long-term results.

Part 4: Vision Alignment (Constitutional)
[ ] Traditional Approach: My primary goal is to chase the "Highest Return" possible.

[ ] S3 Constitutional Approach: My goal is to achieve the Most Appropriate risk-adjusted, after-tax, real
return that funds my specific life vision.

Insight: A financial plan without a life vision is just a collection of numbers. The ultimate goal is not to win an
abstract numbers game but to soundly and reliably fund the life you want to live.

Your Constitutional Score
Scoring Guide:

• 0-1 S3 Approach Checks: Your current view of success may be shaped by misleading industry metrics.
This is a common starting point! Your greatest opportunity is to begin with the Safe foundation: calculating
your real, after-inflation return.

• 2-3 S3 Approach Checks: You have a strong awareness of what truly matters. Your opportunity is to
move from individual insights to an integrated system where these principles work together to support your
goals.

• 4 S3 Approach Checks: You are already thinking like a Financial Architect. Your next step is to formalize
this thinking into a durable, written Financial Constitution that can guide your decisions for decades to
come.

Next Steps
Based on your assessment, the most powerful first step is to focus on the first item you did not check. Mastering
each concept in order—from Foundational Clarity to Vision Alignment—is the surest path to building
unshakable financial confidence.

Insights Summary
Key S3 Differentiator: We transform you from a passenger in your financial life into an empowered Financial
Architect. This scorecard is the first step in designing a financial life that is authentically your own, built on a
system of thought competitors cannot replicate.

Educational Generosity Promise: This framework provides a new, more powerful way to measure financial
success. This insight is valuable on its own, whether you choose to work with us or not.

Stakeholder Synthesis: This tool serves you (the reader) with immediate clarity, demonstrates our unique
value to prospects, and strengthens our community by promoting a healthier, more honest definition of financial
success.

Your Next Steps
Immediate Action (Next 7 days): Calculate your personal "real return" for the last year. (Your Portfolio's Real
Return = (1 + Nominal Return) / (1 + Inflation Rate) – 1).

Foundation Building (Next 30 days): Read our article on the difference between Simple Average and
Geometric returns to protect yourself from misleading marketing.

Professional Support: If you're ready to move from assessing your philosophy to building a complete Financial
Constitution, we invite you to see how our process works.
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About SafeSimpleSound Constitutional Financial Planning
Our Promise: We provide a proprietary system of thought that resolves the contradictions in your financial life,
empowering you to build a plan that is aligned, resilient, and uniquely yours.

Educational Generosity Commitment: We believe that financial empowerment comes from education. We
freely share our constitutional frameworks to help our community make better decisions and build stronger
foundations.

Contact Us: www.safesimplesound.com/contact

Our Philosophy: www.safesimplesound.com/philosophy

This document embodies S3's constitutional commitment to educational generosity. Whether you become a
client or not, this framework provides genuine value for your journey toward financial clarity.

© SafeSimpleSound Financial Planning • Excellence Through Foundation-First Wisdom

Educational Generosity Commitment:
This guide provides genuine value for your financial journey, whether you become a
client or not. Our constitutional approach to financial planning serves all stakeholders
through authentic excellence.
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