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Build Your Secure Tax Foundation with Confidence
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Your S3 Tax Filing Readiness Checklist
Safe • Simple • Sound
Foundation-First Financial Wisdom

This checklist is designed to eliminate the initial overwhelm and anxiety of tax season. It transforms the process
from a chaotic scavenger hunt into a calm, orderly assembly of your financial foundation. By starting here, you
ensure the entire process that follows is built on a secure and accurate base.

What You'll Discover:
- (Safe) How to secure your tax foundation by verifying critical personal information first, preventing common
errors.
- (Simple) A clear, step-by-step process to gather every necessary document without stress.
- (Sound) A time-tested method for confidently choosing the correct filing status for your unique situation.
- (Constitutional Advantage) The peace of mind that comes from building order before engaging with
complexity.

Your Filing Readiness Assessment

Foundation Check
Instructions: Work through each section sequentially. Check the box [ ] once you have verified the information
or gathered the necessary documents. This methodical process is your first step toward a stress-free tax
experience.

Part 1: Safe Personal & Dependent Verification
This is the bedrock of your tax return. Inaccuracies here can cause delays and rejected filings. We verify first to
build a secure foundation.

[ ] Your Information: Full legal name and Social Security Number (SSN) or Individual Taxpayer
Identification Number (ITIN) are exactly as they appear on your card.

[ ] Spouse's Information (if applicable): Full legal name and SSN/ITIN are verified.

[ ] Dependent Information (for each dependent): Full legal name, SSN/ITIN, and relationship to you are all
confirmed and written down.

[ ] Dependent Qualification Confirmed: You've confirmed each dependent meets the IRS criteria (e.g., age,
residency, support tests).

Insight: By verifying this data before you start, you are applying the S3 Safe principle. This foundation-first
security measure prevents the most common and frustrating filing errors, ensuring a smooth process from the
very beginning.

Part 2: Simple Document Gathering
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Turn a stressful scavenger hunt into a simple assembly process. Gather all relevant documents and check them
off as you go.

[ ] Income Statements: W-2s (from employers), 1099-NEC/K (from self-employment/side hustles),
1099-INT/DIV/B (from banks/investments), 1099-R (from pensions/retirements), SSA-1099 (Social
Security).

[ ] Adjustment Records: Form 1098-E (student loan interest), records of IRA contributions, HSA
contribution records.

[ ] Deduction & Credit Records: Form 1098 (mortgage interest), property tax records, receipts for charitable
donations, childcare expenses (with provider's Tax ID), Form 1098-T (tuition payments).

[ ] Prior Year's Tax Return: Have a copy of last year's federal and state returns for reference.

Insight: Organizing your documents with this Simple checklist creates clarity and control. This system
transforms scattered data into an orderly package, empowering you to proceed with confidence rather than
confusion.

Part 3: Sound Filing Status Confirmation
Your filing status determines your standard deduction and tax brackets. Use this simple decision guide to make
a Sound choice.

1. On the last day of the tax year, were you considered married by your state?
- If YES, go to question 2.
- If NO, go to question 3.

2. (For Married Individuals) Are you and your spouse filing together?
- YES: Your status is likely Married Filing Jointly.
- NO: Your status is likely Married Filing Separately. (Note: This is rare and has specific implications. Consult
a professional if considering this.)

3. (For Unmarried Individuals) Did you pay for more than half the cost of keeping up a home for yourself
and a qualifying person?
- YES: Your status is likely Head of Household.
- NO: Your status is likely Single.

(Note: A "qualifying widow(er)" status also exists for specific circumstances.)

Insight: Choosing the correct filing status is a Sound financial decision that has significant impact. This guided
process ensures you select the most advantageous status based on time-tested rules, not guesswork.

Your Readiness Confirmation
If you have worked through these three sections and checked the boxes, you have successfully built your S3
Constitutional Filing Foundation. You are prepared to file your taxes accurately and with a sense of order
and control.

The S3 "Safe Start" Pledge
"I have built my tax foundation with care. By establishing order before complexity, I have created the security
and clarity needed to move forward with confidence."

Insights Summary
Key S3 Differentiator: We transform tax preparation from a reactive, anxiety-inducing task into a proactive,
confidence-building act of financial ordering.
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Educational Generosity Promise: This checklist provides a complete, standalone framework to prepare your
tax foundation correctly, empowering you whether you use our services or not.

Stakeholder Synthesis: This tool gives readers immediate anxiety relief, shows prospects our foundation-first
methodology, provides clients a helpful resource to share, and improves community-wide financial literacy.

Your Next Steps
Immediate Action (Next 7 days): Use this completed checklist as your launchpad. With your foundation
secure, you are ready to begin preparing your return yourself or provide your documents to a professional.

Foundation Building (Next 30 days): Read our foundational article, "The S3 Guide to Tax Filing: Building Your
Safe Foundation," to deepen your understanding of the principles behind this checklist.

Professional Support: If this process of creating order from chaos felt empowering, imagine what it could do
for your entire financial life. Schedule a complimentary S3 discovery call to discuss your constitutional financial
plan.

About SafeSimpleSound Constitutional Financial Planning
Our Promise: We provide foundation-first financial planning that replaces complexity and anxiety with security,
clarity, and confidence.

Educational Generosity Commitment: We believe financial wisdom should be accessible. We create tools
and resources like this to empower our community, regardless of whether they become clients.

Contact Us: www.safesimplesound.com/contact

Our Philosophy: www.safesimplesound.com/philosophy

This document embodies S3's constitutional commitment to educational generosity. Whether you become a
client or not, this framework provides genuine value for your tax filing journey.

© SafeSimpleSound Financial Planning • Excellence Through Foundation-First Wisdom

Educational Generosity Commitment:
This guide provides genuine value for your financial journey, whether you become a
client or not. Our constitutional approach to financial planning serves all stakeholders
through authentic excellence.


